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REF: MOSCOW 14309 

1 . THE SOVIETS WAITED UNTIL TODAY (SEPTEMBER 13) TO SIGN 
THE CONDOLENCE BOOK FOR CHAIRMAN MAO AT THE PRC EMBASSY 
IN MOSCOW. ACCORDING TO FOREIGN JOURNALISTS WHO SAW THEM 
AT THE EMBASSY, THE FOUR SOVIETS WERE POLITBURO MEMBERS 
MAZUROV (FIRST DEPUTY PERMIER) AND GROMYKO (FOREIGN 
MINISTER), DEPUTY PREMIER ARKHIPOV AND DEPUTY FROEIGN 
MINISTER IL'CHEV. (COMMENT: THIS CONTINGENT STRIKES 

US AS APPROPRIATE, BUT NO MORE. BOTH POLITBURO 
MEMBERS ARE BETTER KNOWN FOR THEIR NON-PARTY ROLES, WHILE 
BREZHNEV AND OTHER MORE SENIOR PARTY OFFICIALS STAYED 
AWAY.) 

2. THE SOVIET PRESS CARRIED SHORT REPORTS FROM PEKING 
OVER THE WEEKEND ON THE MOURNING PERIOD, THE FOUR LEADERS 
OF THE CHINESE COMMITTEE, AND THE HEIGHTENED SECURITY 
MEASURES. IN THE ONLY HINT OF PUBLIC COMMENT THUS FAR, 
PRAVDA'S INTERNATIONAL WEEK (SEPTEMBER 12) BY MAI 
PODKLYUCHNIKOV, SAID THAT THE "BOURGEOIS PRESS" HAS BEEN 
CARRYING "CONTRADICTORY PREDICTIONS" ABOUT FURTHER 
DEVELOPMENTS IN CHINA AND "ITS RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED 
STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION." 

3. ANTI-PEKING PROPAGANDA HAS CEASED, AT LEAST FOR THE MOMENT, 
IN THE SOVIET MEDIA. 
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